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OPEN SOURCE SOFTWARE
LICENSES EXPLAINED

Avoid legal issues by knowing which open source components are safe for commercial development.
Still worried? ActiveState offers indemnification for our Enterprise tier customers.

Contact us today to learn more
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Unfortunately, without a license, the 
code is copyrighted by default.
Don’t use it.

Use it! This is one of those rare
cases where “free” is actually free.

Includes BSD 2 and 3 licenses, all of 
which are good to use as long as 
you make sure to include the BSD 
license and copyright notice.

The simple answer is “do not use 
with commercial products” since 
you’ll need to share your code 
base with the community.

It requires source code disclosure and 
therefore shouldn’t be used if you’re 
working on a commercial product.

Similar to GPL, it requires source 
code disclosure and therefore 
shouldn’t be used if you’re working 
on a commercial product.

Just make sure you distribute a copy 
of the license terms and the copyright 
notice with your final product.

Fair game. Just make sure you 
distribute a copy of the MIT 
license terms and the copyright 
notice with your final product.

Make sure you include the 
copyright, license and any notices, 
as well as state any changes you 
made to the original code.
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Read more about ActiveState’s indemnification offering

Get to market sooner by removing delays caused by legal reviews

https://www.activestate.com/solutions/

